Victoria Purvine
PO Box 125
Corbett, OR 97019
 
Corbett Middle School Teachers and Staff
35800 E. Historic Columbia River Hwy
Corbett, OR 97019
 
September 17, 2011
 
Dear Middle school Teachers and Staff,

I am in receipt of your letter dated September 7, 2011 regarding the voting of 5-2 on the resolution to approve the SELP loan application.  
 
The vote was not whether or not the process would continue to look for ways to save energy and make the buildings more efficient, the vote was whether or not we would agree to a $2,000,000 loan application. The two board members who voted no, myself included, were asking that the process continue without the loan application being filed.  As we have yet to receive any documentation, reports, or dollar amounts, (including possible savings), we asked that the decision to apply for a loan wait until we had a chance to read any information that could be given to us and then apply for a loan based on that information.
 
The cost savings on the project is being explained as paying back the cost of the improvements over the life of the upgrade.  So, if the boiler has a life expectancy of 50 years, it could conceivably take the entire fifty years to pay back that cost.  The McKinstry representative told me that the payback cycle on a window is 30 years, and hopefully other upgrades and payback periods will be clarified in their upcoming report.
 
According to the McKinstry representative there is not a lot being looked at in the Middle school because Dr. Trani has voiced that he’d like to tear down the old school and build a new one in the future.  With such long-term paybacks on upgrades, it does not make a lot of sense to put much work into the Middle school based on this information.  There have been some areas spotted where cleaning, upgrading or changing out components will result in greater efficiency of the boilers, but again, the report is not done yet.
 
As board members we have a fiscal responsibility to the district to gather all possible information on a project before going forward.  Voting no on taking out a loan application does not mean the support is not there for the improvements, it means the support is not there to apply for a loan without additional information.  
 
I encourage all Middle school, High school and Elementary school teachers and staff to attend all board meetings and ask questions as they come up.  
 
I can be reached at: 503 695-2182 or ghpurvine@aol.com.
 
Sincerely,
Victoria Purvine
(The letter sent did not list any names.  If I have missed any members of the teacher staff or other staff members please let me know so I may contact them also.)
 
 
