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This is a coming-of-age story with a
twist. From earliest childhood to
young adulthood, Buddy leads us
through the society that was the

Deep South in the tumultuous
years preceding and immediately
following the passage of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964.

Buddy’s parents were poor and
moved frequently. He and his sib-
lings introduce us to a world that
seems much further in our collec-
tive past than it really is. This is a

world of tight relationships between

individuals of both races, but also a

society where antipathy and bigotry
pervade every aspect of life.

Buddy’s father is a tire builder, a
preacher in the Baptist Church -
and a high-ranking member of the
Ku Klux Klan.

Questioning, observant, and trust-
worthy, Buddy Blanche is a de-
pendable guide. We follow him
through some of our country’s
darkest times as he navigates

childhood and adolescence. In the

insightful and sometimes shocking
dialogue, and the true events most
of us witnessed from afar, his jour-
ney also brings us humor, warmth,
and the positive hopes of all true
Southerners.

In the Crossfire of the Klans is a
compelling read. The characters -
real individuals - are finely and
compassionately drawn. They will
remain with you.
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